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Top: Erwin Loewy demonstrating the work-

ing model of Major, the 50,000 ton die-forging

press. Middle: The U.S. Navy’s Vanguard first-

stage rocket successfully fired from Loewy-

designed platform, September 9, 1957. (Photo

courtesy of U.S. Naval Historical Office)

Bottom: The transfer of ownership of Loewy-

Hydropress to the Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton

Co. in 1955.

A s the Air Force Heavy 

Press Program neared 

its successful conclusion, 

Erwin Loewy began to consider 

the future of the company. Having 

suffered a chronic heart condition 

for some years, Erwin decided to sell

Loewy- Hydropress in 1955 to the

Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton Company, 

a manufacturer of locomotives and

heavy equipment. However, he

remained active in the firm as vice

president of the new Loewy-

Hydropress Division, and following 

the completion of the Heavy Press

Program, the division developed

equipment for the testing of the 

Polaris submarine missile. They 

contracted to build a huge platform

able to simulate the motions of the

heavy seas in which the missiles were

expected to operate. The machine was

installed at the Missile Test Center 

at Cape Canaveral, Florida.

Loewy-Hydropress also subcon-

tracted with Martin Company and the

Naval Research Laboratory to build 

the test and launching platform for the

Vanguard rocket used in the

International Geophysical Year 

(1957-1958) earth satellite program. 

The platform permitted both static 

testing and actual flight-firing of 

rocket launches under conditions of

complete blockhouse control and 

safety. Vanguard I was successfully

launched March 17, 1958, and along

with the Army’s earlier January 31st

Jupiter rocket launch of Explorer I, 

confirmed that, indeed, Americans 

had joined the Space Age.

While never forgetting his Czech-

oslovakian roots, Erwin Loewy fully

and completely embraced his new

nation. Recognition and thanks 

for all he had done for American

national defense came on June 26, 

1958, when the Air Force awarded 

him their Scroll of Appreciation for 

his singular contributions to shaping 

the Heavy Press Program. Erwin’s 

illness intensified the following 

year, and he died on July 13, 1959. 

Thus passed away one of the pioneers

of heavy press technology and 

development.


