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I n 1914 Ludwig Loewy joined

the firm of Eduard Schloemann,

a company of machine tool 

designers and builders located in

Düsseldorf, Germany. The firm was

established in 1901 and had begun to

design controls for hydraulic presses

by 1910. Ludwig’s innovations in

hydraulic presses and rolling mills

became an important part of

Schloemann’s commercial strength.

In addition, he took a prominent role

in company management from the

very beginning; he was named joint

manager in 1914, and became a 

partner with Paul Multhaupt in 1921. 

It was largely due to Ludwig’s 

influence that Schloemann began to

exploit the international market for 

its products. That international 

orientation led Schloemann to 

establish a branch in Pittsburgh in

1927, conveniently near the heart of 

the American steel producing industry

which provided a large market for the 

company’s mills. In 1928 Erwin joined

his brother Ludwig at Schloemann as

general sales manager. Three years

later, to aid the company’s 

international sales, he traveled abroad

to personally supervise the installation

of a 1,000 ton extrusion press at

Bridgeport Brass Company in

Connecticut. During the 1920s, some

three-quarters of Schloemann’s income

was based on international exports,

and by the mid-1930s the percentage

had risen to 90 percent. However, 

neither brother could count on 

stability with the chaotic political 

situation in Germany.  Ludwig fled to

England in 1936 with no way to access

the technical records he had amassed

at Schloemann over the decades nor

his capital investment.  Erwin left 

the same year to escape direct 

harassment. His future wife 

Margret joined him abroad where

they could evade the German legal

prohibition of a marriage between Jews

and gentiles.

Top: Typical Schloemann Extrusion Press of

the Pre-war Era.  Left: Ludwig Loewy’s 1927

Patent for a Tube Press. (Patent drawings from

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.)


