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A fter the signing of the

armistice on May 7, 1945,

Allied forces began a 

systematic survey and removal of

German industrial equipment as

part of the reparations program.

Erwin Loewy joined Lieutenant

Colonel Walter T. Clark in a survey

of the German aircraft industry’s

aluminum press and extrusion technol-

ogy. The United States eventually

removed over 6,000 pounds of

technical papers and patent documents

during the course of several trips

between 1945 and 1948.  U.S. military

officials emphasized swift action as a

competitive spirit began to permeate

relations with the Soviet Union.

Of particular interest to both countries

were the heavy presses built in

Germany during the war. The Soviet

Union took possession of the largest, 

a 33,000 ton forging press, while the

United States seized two 15,000 ton

forging presses and one 12,000 ton

extrusion press. These heavy presses

were installed in an experimental Air

Force factory in Adrian, Michigan

where commercial firms could use

them for advanced aircraft designs.

The Adrian facility was the beginning

of a strong post-war collaboration

between the Air Force and the

aviation industry.

Above: Erwin Loewy’s War Department

Identification Card used for post-war 

reparations travel. Below: A German die-

forging press typical of the ones removed 

by the Allies following WW II.
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