
E rwin, too, was forced to flee

Germany in 1936.  He returned

to France, the home of his

early career, and settled in Paris. 

He quickly established SPIDEM

(Societé pour l’Installation

d’Etablissements Métallurgiques), 

a producer of heavy presses and 

metalworking equipment. Like 

Ludwig in Britain, he worked 

closely with the French aviation 

ministry for French national 

defense for the next four years. By

1940, however, Erwin was conducting

his work with a constant eye on 

Axis activities. He remained in Paris

until the eve of the German invasion 

of the city on June 13, 1940, when he

fled the city under cover of darkness

with his extended family of five

crammed into the family automobile.

Erwin took his family southwest to

Bayonne where he hoped to board

a ship for England, but the German

capture of the city cut off their 

escape. Nearly out of petrol, he 

made a bargain with two refugees 

in a broken down auto to provide 

them with transportation in exchange

for their remaining fuel. The group of

eight then found refuge in a small 

village in the rugged French Pyrenees.

Leaving his family in the village, 

Erwin then traveled to Marseilles 

in an attempt to secure travel visas 

to the United States. At this point he

was unsuccessful and returned to his

family. Due to the demand for his 

technical abilities, Nazi officials 

placed Erwin’s name on a list of 101

men prohibited from leaving France,

further complicating his efforts to gain

visas. The Germans actively pursued

Loewy for the next six months while

his family used false passports and

travel documents to work their way

across the Pyrenees into Spain, and

finally to Portugal. In Lisbon, Erwin

sought visas and transit papers 

from several nations including 

Mexico because few countries 

would take the entire family.

Emigration to the United States 

was especially difficult for all 

refugees, and ultimately it required 

the efforts of Major Albert Cudebec, 

the head of Loewy Engineering in the

United States, who had important 

contacts at the State Department 

to obtain the necessary papers.

Accompanied by his wife Margaret 

and three-year old daughter Brigitte, 

Loewy arrived in New York City on

November 6, 1940.
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Top Three: False identity cards used by the

Loewy family in their flight across Europe.

Left: The solid red line depicts the path taken

by Erwin and his family a they fled from Paris

across France and Spain to Portugal. 

Bottom Right: Jews were required to wear the

Yellow Star of David like this one, as an identi-

fication to prevent their evasion of restrictions.
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