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I n England Ludwig established

Loewy Engineering Ltd. on April 1,

1936. Hugo Lorant and Konrad

Guttenstein, two former associates from

Schloemann, joined Ludwig, and by the

end of the first year, Loewy Engineering

employed some thirty design engineers

and technical staff, many of whom had

followed Ludwig to England from his

former company. Ludwig was joined by

his brothers Alfred and Siegmund.  The

new company prospered.

The outbreak of the war in 1939

intensified the pace of orders but

brought its own set of problems; as many

as eight of Loewy Engineering’s most

central employees were placed in an

internment camp as enemy aliens. 

Yet it was impossible for the British

government to ignore the importance

of the firm to Britain’s defense, for many

of their contracts were for equipment 

essential to the production of fighter

planes like the Spitfire. With the 

intervention of Lord Beaverbrook, the

British Minister of Aircraft Production,

the Loewy Engineering workers were

released.  The company moved from

London to Bournemouth, a safer location

for a producer of strategic equipment.

The pressures of wartime work took

its toll.  In July 1942 Siegmund Loewy

took ill suddenly one evening while

working late and died before he could

reach the hospital.  Ludwig’s own health

declined, and he began working from

home to conserve his energies. 

His family urged him to come to the

United States, but he succumbed to

cancer the day he was to have departed,

October 10, 1942. Konrad Guttenstein

took over as General Manager of the

firm, as Erwin directed the company

from the United States.
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Left: Submarine Spitfire Mk Vb of the British

Royal Air Force in flight during World War II.

(Photo courtesy of U.S.A.F. Museum, Wright-

Patterson Air Force Base.)


