
E rwin Loewy entered the

postwar years convinced of

the importance of innovation

in heavy machine tools for the 

continued strength of American

technology.  However, the sluggish

market for commercial aircraft 

undermined support for Loewy’s

vision within industry. More 

supportive was the Air Force, 

whose successful efforts to achieve

supersonic flight in 1947, sparked 

their interest in methods for making

planes that were both light and fast.

Increasing Cold War tensions gave

such efforts a sense of urgency. The

release of the President’s Air Policy

Commission Report in 1948 argued

that the U.S. should increase military

spending to gain leadership over

the U.S.S.R. In 1948 Air Force Lt.

General K. B. Wolfe became an 

outspoken advocate for a national 

program for the construction of 

heavy presses, and his efforts 

culminated in the establishment 

in 1950 of the Air Force Heavy Press

Program which ultimately funded ten

forging and extrusion presses at a cost

of $289 million. Loewy Hydropress

built six of those. The mammoth 

50,000 ton forging press, Major, 

completed by Hydropress in 1955,

became the largest in the world.
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Top: United States Air Force Lt. General Kenneth B. Wolfe (Photo Courtesy of U.S. Air Force) Bottom: U.S. Marines advance upon opposition forces

under cover of air support near Hagaru-ri, Korea on December 26, 1950. (Photo courtesy of National Archives, from the War & Conflict Collection)


