
T he contribution of Loewy-

Hydropress to the war effort

was substantially aided by a

group of talented engineers that the

Loewy brothers recruited largely from

Europe.  Erwin was active in helping

Jewish engineers emigrate from

Germany both before and after the 

war. In addition, several former 

associates left Schloemann to join

Ludwig and Erwin in the design 

of hydraulic presses.  Hugo Lorant,

Alexander Zeitlin, Francis Kent,

Gerhard Krause, and Heinrich 

Albers, all actively patented 

innovations for hydraulic presses

through the 1950s. While the 

contribution of emigré scientists 

like Albert Einstein have been well

documented, this coterie of skilled

machine designers also enriched

the pool of engineering talent 

upon which the nation drew 

for its national defense.

Patent drawings by German emigré engineers:

Top Left: Hydraulic Press filed by inventor

Gerhard P. Krause on December 11, 1951. 

Left: Patent concerning “The means for indi-

cating load eccentricity in die- casting presses”

filed by Zeitlin on July 15, 1953. 

Bottom: Extrusion Press by inventor Hugo

Lorant, filed on September 11, 1945. (All

Patents Courtesy of U.S. Patent and

Trademark Office.)
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