Bomber Factory characteristic of the growing aircraft industry. A collection of Erwin fter his arrival in the United

Loewy’s ticket stubs showing how much he was traveling for his business at the time. States in November 1940,
Erwin Loewy became an
active proponent of mobilizing
American industrial power to aid
the faltering French and British war
efforts. Although technically neutral,
the U.S. Congress passed legislation
in November 1939 that allowed those
countries to buy armaments from
American manufacturers. A further
step toward active involvement in

the war came in January 1941, when
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center of the Lend-Lease program

and American defense preparations.
Learning from Ludwig’s experience in
Britain and his own activities in France,
Erwin Loewy lobbied the Advisory
Committee to the President for
National Defense and argued before
the War Planning Committee that
mobilization of the aircraft industry
should include plans for at least 100
extrusion presses. In 1940 there were
only sixteen up-to-date extrusion
presses in the United States, all of
which were of modest size. Such
ambitious plans were not approved
until the United States entered the war
in late 1941, but by 1943 the number
of new presses exceeded Erwin’s

estimates. M
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